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Ventnor Town Council

Since the last Annual Town meeting the Council has met regularly and has held 14 Town Council Meetings. Meetings are
held in the Lower Meeting Room to facilitate disabled access. Prior to the commencement of the Council meeting the public
have 15 minutes allocated for them. The Council has continued to act on behalf of the local Community on many wide and
varied issues. It has continued to respond to consultation at local and National level.

Town Councillors.

The Town Council has Representatives on Ventnor Partnership, Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils, Ventnor
Youth Club and the Beach Environment Advisory Committee. Our Councillors are committed to training and have been on
various training courses. A casual vacancy occurred in Ventnor Town West Ward and M/s Debbie Robinson was elected to
serve on the Council.

Town Projects

Our Council is actively seeking to obtain land for the provision of allotments and we have allowed money in our budget to
meet the costs of work that will be necessary to enable a site to be used as allotments. We have renewed our arrangements
with the Isle of Wight Council for the Council to continue to manage the putting green retaining this facility for locals and
holiday makers alike. The Council is still in discussions with the Isle of Wight Council for the provision of CCTV. We have
been told that this project will not commence until 2009 when funding is hoped to become available.

Town Plan

The Town Plan for Ventnor 2008-2012 has been completed with full consultation with the public. The Plan was formally
adopted by Ventnor Town Council and is being launched at this Annual Meeting. I thank everyone who has helped with the
drawing up of the plan which is a blueprint for the future.

Town Council Meetings

The Town Council has adopted a new Code of Conduct in line with the National requirements. It has approved revised
Financial Regulations including a Risk Assessment Policy to meet the changes in the activities of the Town Council.

We have undertaken extensive correspondence with the Isle of Wight Council regarding the future of Undercliff Drive and
have pressed for the road to be retained in a satisfactory condition for all to use. The Council has raised concerns about the
conditions of Whitwell Road, Newport Road, and Leeson Road as all are at risk from land movement and access to Ventnor
could be blocked off. A joint working party has been established with Niton and Whitwell parish Council to continue
discussions with the Highways department on this issue.

The Town Centre Manager and the Police attend the Council Meetings and make regular reports to the Council. On behalf
of the Council T thank the Police and Town Centre Manager for their much valued work.

A large amount of consultation now takes place where our Council’s opinions are sort and this is debated at our Council
Meetings. We have responded to the following consultations this year:-

Post Office Closure Consultation, Isle of Wight Boundary Revision, Isle of Wight Education Consultation, Dog Control
Orders, Beach Cleaning and Public Convenience Cleansing Contract and Ferry Fares.

Services Provided
Ventnor Town Council continues to provide numerous services including public seats, decorative street lighting, Christmas
decorations, floral decorations in the town centre and street furniture.

Grants

The Grants sub-committee met twice during the year. There was a reasonable level of response to each of the Councils ad-
vertisements offering potential aid to local organisations. During the year 20 applications were considered. Grants of £5850
were made, or pledged, to 16 separate organisations. Ventnor Enhancement Fund applied for and received payment both
times. Requests from 3 organisations were rejected.
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