328.

Minutes of a meeting of VENTNOR TOWN COUNCIL held at The Winter Gardens, Ventnor,
I.W. on 11th February 2008.

Present: Councillor Mrs.S.J.Scoccia Town Mayor

Councillors A.C.Bartlett, J.S.Fitzgerald-Bond, Mrs.B.Lawson, B.M.Lucas, R.J.Mew,
S.B.Milford, M/s D.Robinson and Mrs.V.Taylor.

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs.M.Cawley and C.J.Elvers.

1.

PRAYERS
The meeting opened with prayers led by the Town Mayor.

MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 25th January 2008 were approved and signed.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillorss J.S.Fitzgerald-Bond, Mrs.S.J.Scoccia and Mrs V.Taylor declared personal
interests in agenda item No. 7 (Isle of Wight Educcation Reform - Proposals of the
Isle of Wight Council).

REPORTS FROM THE POLICE AND TOWN CENTRE MANAGER

P/Sgt. R.Stapleton gave a report on policing activities during the past month.
There had been a reduction in crime and disorder since his last report. Arrests
had been made in connection with the damage at Ventnor Middle School and in
respect of damage to motor vehicles.

Mr.B.Reed, Town Centre Manager, reported that from 1st April 2008 Town Centre
Managers would be able to issue Fixed Penalty Notices for various Environmental
Offences. Resident Surveys had shown that many issues high on the list of
concerns can be enforced by the use of these notices. He had met with IW Council
Customer Services regarding the possibility of a Help Centre being established in
Ventnor and was now hopeful that this could be achieved for at least one day

each week. He updated the Town Council on the work planned for the improvement
of the bus shelters in Trinity Road.

Councillor R.J.Mew suggested that Town Centre Managers should be given a budget
by the IW Council to enable them to put in hand small works which they found to be
necessary. This was supported by the Town Council and the Town Clerk was asked
to put this suggestion to the IW Council.

ISLE OF WIGHT EDUCATION REFORM.

The Town Council considered the proposais of the Isle of Wight Council for the
reform and restructuring of education and schools on the Island. Each member had
been provided with the publication setting out the Three Options now issued for
consultation.

A lengthy discussion followed with members raising strong concerns on all of the
proposed options which were generally considered to be flawed. A special meeting
of the Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils would be held on 18th February
2008 to consider this matter and the views of individual local councils and to agree
a collective response to the proposals.

At this stage it was Resolved - That in the opinion of the Town Council none of the
published options offered parents and children a fair and proper choice for education
in the Isle of Wight.



10.

329.
ISLE OF WIGHT EDUCATION REFORM (Continued)
It was agreed that a special meeting of the Town Council be held on 25th February
2008 when the outcome of the meeting of the IW Association of Local Councils
would be known and this Council could finalise their response to the proposals of
the Isle of Wight Council.

W ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
Councillor Mrs B.Lawson reported on matters considered by the Association and
NALC.

CCTV NETWORK

The Town Clerk read a letter from M/s Z.O'Donnell, Head of Service, Safer
Neighbourhoods Partnership, stating that extra resources had been allocated to
improve the CCTV network across the Island specifically around re-deployable
technology and renewing maintenance contracts to include the expanded network.
To streamline the process and to save on time and the use of resources the
Procurement Board had decided to cancel the current tender for the upgrade of
the Control Room and to re-tender a whole package of required work which would
include the implementation of a CCTV system in Ventnor.

This approach would enable the provision of modern CCTV systems in three town
with a full maintenance contract in place with more re-deployable cameras
available for all to use as required..

However, because the tendering process was being starting again it would mean
that the new implementation date for CCTV cameras would be in Autumn 2008
and not earlier in the year.

The Town Council were very pleased to have this information and to know that
a CCTV system would be provided for Ventnor under the new arrangement which
the Town Council had been seeking for many years.

FERRY FARES
The Town Council fully supporetd and endorsed the request by Andrew Turner MP
that the Office of Fair Trading investigate the Isle of Wight ferry services to

examine if they provide a fair deal for Islanders and the Town Cierk was asked
to write to Mr.Turner accordingly.

BEACH CLEANING AND PUBLIC CONVENIENCE CLEANSING CONTRACTS

The IW Council stated that the contracts for these services were due to expire

on 31st March 2009 and the Council were looking to bring these services together.
This would enable interested parties to submit tenders for the whol or either of

the fucntions. The Town Council were invited to give their views on the provision
of these services.

Several points were raised including the opening times for public conveniences
both on a seasonal and daily basis and the frequency of cleaning and it was
to ask that the Town Council be given an opportunity to see the draft tender
documents and make comments before they are finalised.

REPORT OF FiNANCIAL OFFICER
The written report of the Financial Officer was circulated to members.
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